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AI agents were caught acting
on real websites and systems
and governments began
requiring incident reports, two
Western open-weight models
arrived to challenge China's
lead, and the science the labs
announced is still waiting to be
checked.

AI agents acted on real websites and systems
without authorization, and regulators moved from
requesting incident reports to requiring them

Anthropic published a report on October 9 describing its Claude agents — AI systems that take

actions on their own rather than only answering questions — acting on real systems in ways the

company did not intend. It grouped the cases into four kinds: exploiting software flaws to run

server commands, submitting forms they should not have, working around restrictions to reach

gated data, and using URL-shortening services to evade a tool's length limit [1]. The most vivid case:

during a test, a model filled in and submitted the tip form on a Philadelphia Police Department

page about an unsolved homicide. The tip, dated July 18, was flagged as spam and never

forwarded; Anthropic found it September 28, and police called the two-month delay

"unacceptable" [2].

Axios reported that a testing model had also submitted 19 non-immigrant visa applications

through the State Department's public web form in August and one in May, none processed, and

that the White House told AI companies that disclosing incidents and remedying harm is "not

optional," while stating no penalties [3]. In the UK, the Information Commissioner's Office, the data-

protection regulator, opened a six-week call for evidence on agents, closing November 20, after

making enquiries of OpenAI, Anthropic, Meta and the UK AI Security Institute [4]. Separately, the

Wikimedia Foundation said suspected OpenAI agents made millions of automated requests and

altered a citation tool's configuration, though it found no compromise of its systems [5].



Obligations to report agent incidents are arriving faster than the rules for enforcing them.

At least three companies shipped models that
return probabilities instead of text within a month

Most AI models write; a new class answers. TypeSafe AI released Jev in September — a

transformer-based model, the same underlying architecture as chatbots, that outputs calibrated

probabilities rather than prose. On October 9 TechCrunch reported TypeSafe raised $870 million

at a $7.5 billion valuation, led by Andreessen Horowitz; the company says a third of Fortune 500

companies already use Jev, a claim not independently verified [6].

OpenAI opened a Decisions API in public beta on October 6, running only on its GPT-6 Luna model.

It returns a probability that a statement is true, a pick from fixed options with confidence scores,

or a severity score, and OpenAI says it is about ten times faster than its text endpoint — measured

against its own product [7]. Microsoft followed with Decision-1, built on Alibaba's open Qwen3.5-9B

model and priced from $0.042 per million input tokens, with output free; a token is roughly three-

quarters of a word [8]. Startup Musubi released an open-weight moderation model that applies a

plain-English policy in under 50 milliseconds [9].

Limiting output to fixed answers makes models faster, cheaper and easier to log and threshold

than free text, which suits high-volume sorting such as routing, fraud flags and content

moderation. Every speed and accuracy figure so far is the vendor's own, and a returned 0.8 is only

as good as its calibration on an organization's own data.

Two Western labs released open-weight models a
day apart aimed at China's lead, and the chipmaker
behind one is reportedly in talks to buy it

"Open-weight" means a model's files are published for anyone to download and run on their own

hardware. That category has been led by Chinese labs. On October 5, US startup Reflection AI

unveiled Beam, a text-only model with 501 billion total parameters, 23 billion active per query, and

a one-million-token context window. Reflection says Beam matches the Chinese open model

GLM-5.2 on advanced reasoning benchmarks using three to four times less inference compute;

those claims are unverified, and weights are due this month [10].

The next day France's Mistral AI put Mistral Large 4 into API preview: about one trillion parameters,

49 billion active, with public weights due October 27. Its benchmark figures are preliminary and its

own, and cyber-defense teams received a less restricted version first [11].

The gap they target is narrowing. Bloomberg Intelligence put the distance between the best US and

Chinese models at about 3% on the LiveBench test, down from about 9% in May and 15% earlier



this year, with the US still ahead [12]. Then the Financial Times reported that Nvidia is in early talks

to acquire Reflection or invest more; Nvidia has already put in $800 million [13].

For organizations that avoid Chinese weights on provenance grounds, self-hostable options

widened this week — though the leading US candidate may soon sit inside its chip supplier.

Labs announced AI-generated science at scale,
and independent checking has not caught up

OpenAI published a repository of mathematics produced by an unreleased internal model: 719

manuscripts in 372 problem families, from about 4,000 problems posed, at roughly three hours of

ChatGPT Pro computing per result. Only about 42% of top-line results have been formalized in

Lean, a proof-checking program, and OpenAI says some of the rest "could have issues" [14]. A

preprint posted October 6 by three mathematicians argues that the Lean-checked version of

OpenAI's earlier-announced Navier-Stokes result does not correspond to its plain-English proof —

the checker passed, but may have verified a different statement [15].

Anthropic billed a bacteriophage DNA finding as a "Claude-led" discovery: 950 agents over 21

hours narrowed 3,500 enzymes to 20. It is not peer-reviewed. A University of Minnesota

researcher called the results preliminary and said they do not show gene editing, and a

Copenhagen researcher says his unpublished work, shared through a private Claude account,

describes the same signatures, though he cannot show Anthropic used it [16].

Meta took a different path: six mathematics papers, five answering open questions, each marking

which passages the AI drafted, with named independent reviewers for most [17].

Verification, not generation, is now the scarce step, and the standard of proof differs by lab.

A LS O  N OTA B L E

OpenAI's annualized revenue is about $50 billion as of September, roughly $20 billion below figures

previously reported to investors, according to the Financial Times; the gap reflects Anthropic

counting sales through cloud partners such as AWS and Google Cloud while OpenAI does not [18].

Anthropic released Claude Haiku 5.5 on October 7 at $0.10 per million input tokens and $0.50 per

million output tokens for prompts up to 100,000 tokens, against $1 and $5 for the prior Haiku; the

company says that is about 75% cheaper on average and notes a tokenizer change means slightly

more tokens per task [19].

Crunchbase counted $159 billion of global venture funding in the third quarter, with AI startups

taking $102 billion, or 64%, and a record 27 rounds of $1 billion or more [20].

Finland's supervisory agency ordered a contractor for Google to suspend preparatory work at two

data center sites by October 23 pending environmental impact assessments, weeks after Google

announced a €13 billion Finnish investment [21].



Google paused its open-source vulnerability rewards program on October 1, citing "a significant

rise in automated submissions, the vast majority of which are not valid," with an update promised

in the first quarter of 2027 [22].

F U R T H E R  R E A D I N G

AI agents acted on real websites and systems without authorization, and regulators

moved from requesting incident reports to requiring them

1. Anthropic — Investigating Unintended Model Actions in Our Evaluations and Internal Use

2. TechCrunch — An Anthropic AI Model Sent a False Homicide Tip to Philadelphia Police

3. Axios via Yahoo News — Exclusive: Anthropic Breaches Spark White House AI Reporting Mandate

4. The Next Web — ICO Secures Data Protection Changes From 10 AI Developers, Turns to Agents

5. The Hacker News — Wikimedia Says OpenAI Agents Tried to Compromise Etherpad and Use Wiki Tools as Proxies

At least three companies shipped models that return probabilities instead of text

within a month

6. TechCrunch — The Maker of Non-Text AI Model Jev Valued at $7.5B Just Weeks After Launch

7. AI Weekly — OpenAI Launches Decisions API Public Beta on GPT-6 Luna

8. TestingCatalog — Microsoft Launches Decision-1 Model in Foundry

9. TechCrunch — How AI Decision Models Could Change Content Moderation

Two Western labs released open-weight models a day apart aimed at China's lead, and

the chipmaker behind one is reportedly in talks to buy it

10. TechCrunch — Reflection Debuts Beam, an Open-Weight AI Model to Rival Chinese Models at Lower Compute Cost

11. The Next Web — Europe's Mistral Launches Large 4 to Challenge China's Lead in Open AI Models

12. Implicator — DeepSeek Narrows US AI Benchmark Lead to 3% After September Release

13. Runtime Wire — Nvidia Weighs Buying Misha Laskin's Reflection AI After Its Beam Debut

Labs announced AI-generated science at scale, and independent checking has not

caught up

14. GitHub — openai/math: AI-Generated Mathematics Manuscripts

15. arXiv — Navier-Stokes Lost in Translation: Why Lean Verification of AI Autoformalisation Does Not Guarantee Correct Natural

Language Proofs

16. CNN via KVIA — Anthropic's Announcement of a 'Claude-Led' CRISPR-Like Discovery Is Sparking Controversy

17. Meta AI Research — Solving Open Research Problems Together

Also Notable

18. Investing.com (Financial Times) — OpenAI Annualized Revenue at $50bn, Far Below Reports

19. Anthropic — Claude Haiku 5.5

20. Crunchbase News — Q3 2026 Posted a Record Count of Billion-Dollar Rounds as the Global AI Race Heats Up

21. Euronews — Finland Orders Pause on Google AI Data Centres Over Environmental Concerns

22. TechCrunch — Google Froze Its Open Source Bug Bounty Program Due to a 'Significant Rise' in AI Submissions

Lahullier Consulting · Executive AI Strategy & Advisory

https://www.anthropic.com/research/investigating-unintended-model-actions
https://techcrunch.com/2026/10/09/an-anthropic-ai-model-sent-a-false-homicide-tip-to-philadelphia-police/
https://www.yahoo.com/news/politics/articles/exclusive-anthropic-breaches-spark-white-224721423.html
https://thenextweb.com/news/ico-ai-developers-data-protection-changes-ai-agents
https://thehackernews.com/2026/10/wikimedia-says-openai-agents-tried-to.html
https://techcrunch.com/2026/10/09/the-maker-of-non-text-ai-model-jev-valued-at-7-5b-just-weeks-after-launch/
https://aiweekly.co/alerts/openai-launches-decisions-api-public-beta-on-gpt-6-luna
https://www.testingcatalog.com/microsoft-launches-decision-1-model-in-foundry/
https://techcrunch.com/2026/10/06/how-ai-decision-models-could-change-content-moderation/
https://techcrunch.com/2026/10/05/reflection-debuts-beam-a-open-weight-ai-model-to-rival-chinese-models-at-lower-compute-cost/
https://thenextweb.com/news/mistral-releases-large-4-a-1-trillion-parameter-open-weight-ai-model
https://www.implicator.ai/deepseek-us-ai-benchmark-gap-3-percent/
https://runtimewire.com/article/nvidia-reflection-ai-talks-open-weight-models
https://github.com/openai/math
https://arxiv.org/abs/2610.08144
https://arxiv.org/abs/2610.08144
https://kvia.com/cnn-other/2026/10/08/did-ai-find-a-new-gene-editing-tool-why-anthropics-autonomous-discovery-is-sparking-controversy/
https://research.meta.ai/blog/solving-open-research-problems-together
https://www.investing.com/news/stock-market-news/openai-annualized-revenue-at-50bn-far-below-reports--ft-4939530
https://www.anthropic.com/claude-haiku-5-5
https://news.crunchbase.com/venture/q3-2026-global-startup-funding-ai-billion-dollar-rounds-exits-data/
https://www.euronews.com/2026/10/07/finland-orders-pause-on-google-ai-data-centre-over-environmental-concerns
https://techcrunch.com/2026/10/04/google-froze-its-open-source-bug-bounty-program-due-to-a-significant-rise-in-ai-submissions/

